SEGMENT NO 7
THEME: THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD

CALL TO PRAYER & OPENING PRAYER: As for the Order Prayers
FOCUS:  "Taking on the nature of a Christian Steward”
WORDS OF REFLECTION (Read aloud by several readers)

1. A Life Experience
“It was sixteen years ago, but it seems like only yesterday. I was suddenly confronted with serious
surgery, which I never thought would happen to me. It always happened to others. The memory is
still there, and I recall vividly the days before the surgery. I really received the grace to ask myself,
“What do I own, and what owns mer” When you are wheeled into a surgery room, it really doesn’t
matter who you are or what you possess. What counts is the confidence in a competent surgical
staff and a good and gracious God. I know that my whole understanding and appreciation of the
gifts and resources I possess took on new meaning. It is amazing how a divine economy of life and
health provides a unique perspective of what really matters.”

Most Reverend Thomas . Murphy - Archbishop of Seattle

2. A New Way of ‘Seeing’

In the lives of disciples, however, something else must come before the practice of stewardship.
They need a flash of insight—a certain way of seeinge—by which they view the world and their
relationship to it in a fresh, new light. “The world is charged with the grandeur of God,” Gerard
Manley Hopkins exclaims; more than anything else, it may be this glimpse of the divine grandeur in
all that is that sets people on the path of Christian stewardship. (SADR p55)

From the outset of his covenanting, God had it in mind to make many one. He promised Abram:
“I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you . . . all the communities of the earth shall
find blessing in you™ (Gn 12:23). In Jesus, the Kingdom of God is inaugurated—a kingdom open to
all. Those who enter into Jesus’ New Covenant find themselves growing in a union of minds and
hearts with others who also have responded to God’s call. They find their hearts and minds
expanding to embrace all men and women, especially those in need, in 2 communion of mercy and
love. (SADR p51)

3. Eucharistic Stewardship

The Eucharist is the great sign and agent of this expansive communion of charity. “Because the loaf
of bread is one, we, though many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf” (1 Cor. 10:17).
Here people enjoy a unique union with Christ and, in him, with one another. Here his love—
indeed, his very self—flows into his disciples and, through them and their practice of stewardship,
to the entire human race.

In the Eucharist, Christians reaffirm their participation in the New Covenant; they give thanks to
God for blessings received; and they strengthen their bonds of commitment to one another as
members of the covenant community Jesus forms. And what do Christians bring to the Eucharistic
celebration and join there with Jesus’ offering? Their lives as Christian disciples; their personal
vocations and the stewardship they have exercised regarding them; their individual contributions to
the great work of restoring all things in Churist. The glory and the boast of Christian stewards lie in
mirroring, however poorly, the stewardship of Jesus Christ, who gave and still gives all he has and
is, in order to be faithful to God’s will and carry through to completion his redemptive stewardship
of human beings and their world. (SADR p52)

Allow a few moments reflective silence, then proclaim the Word of God
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WORD OF GOD The Word of God is now read aloud slowly and prayerfully

1-4;[ The Gospel according to Luke 22: 19-20

Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, "This cup that is poured out for
you is the new covenant in my blood.”

L;-[ The Gospel according to Matthew 5: 1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Dy For the next five minutes silently read and reflect on all the readings.

THE SHARING
m Now bring your insights and reflection into discussion of the following: (10 mins)

¢ What are the characteristics of Christian and Eucharistic stewardship which emerge
from these readings and scripture? Make a combined list of the three seen as most
important.

% How would you go about connecting embodying these characteristics as an individual
and as Knights of the Southern Crossr

CONCLUSION
Leader: As we conclude this time of reflection, let us give praise to God as we say:
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

The meeting proceeds

CLOSING PRAYERS: As for the Order Prayers at the Closing of the Meeting.
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